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Debra, 
I have attached the estimate for Felicity’s surgery.  Please let me know if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
  
September 24, 2018 
  
Dr. Dirk Butchko 
Dirk Butchko Pro Vet 
  
Owner's Name: S. Bull Dog Rescue & D. Munt 
Patient Name: Felicity                        
Signalment: 3 yrs, female intact French Bulldog 
Weight:  9.2 Kg 
  
  
Felicity was presented on 09/19/18 for a surgical consultation. The historic information provided 
and my physical examination findings were as follows:    
  
Presenting History:  Felicity presents to VSH Surgery Service for evaluation of a growth in the 
right ear. Felicity was surrendered at the vet yesterday and bulldog rescue picked her up. No 
history is available, though it appears she has been crated for a long time. She appears to be in 
heat as her foster noticed bloody discharge from her vulva.  She is otherwise doing well with a 
good appetite and energy level. 
  
Past History: Unknown 
  
Current Medications:  None 
  
Prior Diagnostic Tests:  None 
  
History of allergies/Anesthetic reaction:  Unknown 
  
Travel history:  Unknown 
  



Vaccination status:  Unknown 
  
Diet:  Taste of the wild turkey 
  
Coughing:   No 
Sneezing:   No 
Vomiting:    No 
Diarrhea:   No 
  
Temperature: 98.7 Fº 
Pulse: 90 BPM 
Respiration: 36  
  
Physical Examination:  
  
Attitude: BAR 
EENT: MM pink, moist, CRT<2 sec, moderate dental disease, no oculonasal discharge.  Severe 
hyperplastic tissue growth in left ear with completely stenotic ear canal.  6cm round, firm growth 
encompassing right external ear with thickening of palpable ear canal. 
Lymph Nodes: Mildly enlarged mandibular lymph nodes.  Remainder of peripheral lymph nodes 
small, soft and symmetrical. 
Circulatory: No murmur, regular rhythm, strong synchronous femoral pulses. 
Respiratory: Eupneic, normal bronchovesicular sounds. 
Abdomen: Soft and non-painful, no palpable masses. 
Rectal Exam: Not performed. 
Urogenital: Hemorrhagic discharge from vulva.  No abnormal findings. 
Musculoskeletal: BCS 4/9 
Integument: Regions of patchy alopecia with erythematous, thickened and scaling 
skin.  Pedunculated 8mm dermal growth at P3 of 4th right front digit. 
Nervous: Appropriate, no neurologic deficits noted. 
  
Assessment:  End stage ear disease with large mass lesion in the right external ear canal R/O: 
hyperplastic tissue vs. neoplasia 
  
Recommendations:  Discussed that the changes associated with the ears may be secondary to 
very chronic ear disease, however, it is possible that the growth in the right ear is 
neoplastic.  Recommend a CT scan of the head and thorax and a biopsy of the mass in the right 
ear as a first step.  Bilateral TECABO is recommended to address the ear disease that is 
present.  Pre-operative biopsy will help to determine the extent of resection necessary on the 
right side.  Discussed the surgical procedure, post-op care, possible complications and 
prognosis.  Possible complications include facial nerve damage (typically transient), vestibular 
signs, incomplete removal of bulla lining and persistent infection.  Discussed anesthetic risks of 
a brachycephalic breed.  Discussed surgery as a single versus a staged procedure.  Increased 
risk of post-operative swelling leading to airway compromise with bilateral procedure, though 
there will be a reduced cost, as it will be a single anesthetic episode and hospitalization.  This 
decision can be made at the time of surgery as well, pending ease of first side, can decide on 
risk of proceeding with second side under same anesthetic episode. 
  
Prognosis:  Open pending biopsy.  Good for resolution of signs with bilateral TECABO. 
  



Plan: Recommend current treatment with Clavamox, carprofen and tramadol as needed.  Owner 
has carprofen and tramadol at home.  Clavamox was dispensed.  Owner plans to raise money 
for CT scan and surgery.  She will call to schedule once the funds are raised.  An estimate for 
head/thorax CT and biopsy and an estimate for bilateral TECABO were provided to the owner. 
  
I appreciate this referral and the opportunity to work with you and your clients. If I can be of 
further service or if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Sincerely, 
                                                                    
Kathleen Kraska, DVM 
kkraska@ethosvet.com 
  

Veterinary	Specialty	Hospital  
10435	Sorrento	Valley	Road  
San	Diego,	Ca	92121  
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